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this at an altitude higher by a thousand feet than
man till this year had ever reached before.
These experiences led Somervell to think that
there was no theoretic limit to acclimatization at
any level below the top of Mount Everest. He
predicted that acclimatization at 23,000 feet would
be sufficient for the attainment of the summit. He
believed it would be possible to reach the summit
without the use of oxygen. There must be many
people, he thought, who could get to the top of
Everest unaided save by their own physiological
reaction to a life at 21,000 feet for a few days.
" If a number of such people were allowed to live
at a height corresponding to Camp III (21,000 feet)
for a fortnight or so, making perhaps a few excur-
sions to 23,000 or 24,000 feet, then I have no
doubt, from the physiological point of view, that
they will be able to climb Mount Everest, provided
the weather is fine and the wind not too violent."
He therefore predicted that " the best chance of
getting to the top of Mount Everest lies in the send-
ing out of some nine or ten climbers, who can
remain at a high camp, become th6roughly ac-
climatized, and then make a series of expeditions
up the mountain, three or so at a time, as con-
tinuously as weather conditions will allow."
It is a thousand pities that these conclusions
were not acted upon. And the present writer
includes himself in the blame he thus puts upon
those responsible for the organization of the third
Expedition. But the idea of acclimatization at